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What we have learned so far 

• Concordances collect occurrences of a node for “vertical reading” 
• Help (corpus) linguists to identify recurrent patterns
• It is not always easy to spot patterns in concordances of ‘non-famous’ 

examples 
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Recap: Theoretical foundations  

•  Lexicogrammatical level: 
• Lexical item
• Patterns (as in Pattern Grammar)

• Textual level
• Local textual functions 
• Lexical Priming (Hoey 2005) 
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Methodology: a reading procedure (Sinclair 2003)
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Methodology: concordancing software



Concordancing tools 

• Are created for different purposes 
• Follow different traditions (cf. yesterday’s origin stories)
• Use different terminology (cf. concordance vs contexts) 
• Combine functionalities (key words, n-grams, etc.) 
• Can be web-based or standalone
• Come with corpora 
• Are continuously developed 
• Provide user support 
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Concordancing tools: CQPweb



CQPweb: A hands-on example

• Goal: Understand this [➞] guy's rhetoric,
terminology, phraseology and topics

• We need a large collection of texts written
by Trump, e.g. the Trump Twitter Archive 
[www.thetrumparchive.com]

• Step 1: Compile a linguistic corpus
• Step 2: Upload to indexing & search engine
• Step 3: Analyse through concordance reading
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CQPweb: A hands-on example

• CQPweb server @ FAU:
https://corpora.linguistik.uni-erlangen.de/cqpweb/ 
• Login: student1 … student15 | password: ••••••••
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Simple search



Concordance (kwic = key word in context)

frequency 
information

random ordering

click for context

click / hover
for metadata



Extended context display with formatting

this is the match



Sorted concordance: great
action menu



Frequency breakdown: fake full process history



Time for a closer look: fake news



Distribution across metadata categories



Collocation analysis key parameters

click for examples



CQPweb exercise

• Activate corpus ParlSpeech UK
• corpus of debates of the UK parliament 1988–2019
• Rauh, C. & Schwalbach, J. (2020). The ParlSpeech V2 data set: Full-text 

corpora of 6.3 million parliamentary speeches in the key legislative chambers 
of nine representative democracies. https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/L4OAKN 

• ~ 2 M turns with a total of ~ 400 M tokens 

• Concordance analysis for query:  water and sanitation
• what recurrent patterns can you identify?
• can you find evidence for larger units of meaning?

https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/L4OAKN
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