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What we have learned so far from using 
CQPweb?
q What strategies have you applied? 
q How do you describe what you do? 
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Practices in different disciplines: strategies 

• 10  articles / case studies per discipline (40 total)
• Lexicography
• Data-driven learning
• Corpus-assisted discourse studies
• Literary stylistics 
• post-2000 publication; concrete examples
• not included: studies using parallel or learner corpora

• Content analysis of methods sections (not literature review) 
• Challenge: no systematic standards for describing methodology, mix 

of tool and method
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Selecting 

Sampling
A random sample of 100 concordances of each pair was, 
subsequently, closely examined for semantic prosody. (Lexicography)

Filtering 
A concordance query for carry out with research in the context of 
three tokens to the left and to the right returned 160 hits, and most 
lines indeed exhibited the collocation carry out research, as 
exemplified in Figure 8, …. (Lexicography)
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Selecting 

Cleaning
As we were interested in lexical compounds linked to carbon dioxide rather 
than carbon as an element, such lexical combinations as, for example, 
carbon molecule or carbon fibre were removed. Nonsensical combinations 
as well as duplicates arising from differences in spelling such as carbon 
offset and carbon-offset were also eliminated. (CADS)

Threshold 
We analysed the first 500 concordances of seguire chosen as “good 
examples” by the Sketch Engine (cf. Kilgarriff et al., 2008) (Lexicography)
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Ordering

Sorting
WordSmith Tools was mainly used for sorting and categorising 
concordances because it allows the analyst to assign values to lines 
and to move easily from concordance to text. [Figure 3 shows sorting 
by 1R] (CADS)

The students were then instructed to search for the preceding 
underlined word friendship using IntelliText, and to examine the 
concordance lines to identify which preposition should follow 
friendship in this context, by sorting right or left contexts in keyword-
in-context (KWIC) lines. (DDL) 
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Ordering

Ranking 
We analysed the first 500 concordances of seguire chosen as “good 
examples” by the Sketch Engine (cf. Kilgarriff et al., 2008) 
(Lexicography)
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Corpus Linguistics in Context

clic.bham.ac.uk

154 texts 
16.7 million words

Mahlberg, M., Stockwell, P., Wiegand, V. and Lentin, J. 
2020. CLiC 2.1. Corpus Linguistics in Context. 
https://clic.bham.ac.uk

https://clic.bham.ac.uk/


The texts in CLiC

154 texts 16.7 
million words

Such as A Christmas Carol, The 
Yellow Wallpaper, The Sign of the 
Four, but also some nonfiction like 

Dickens’s American Notes and 
Pictures from Italy

Such as Jekyll & Hyde, 
Frankenstein, Dracula, Jane 

Eyre and Pride and 
Prejudice 



Reading a story  
Once upon a time--of all the good days in the year,
on Christmas Eve--old Scrooge sat busy in his
counting-house. It was cold, bleak, biting weather: foggy
withal: and he could hear the people in the court outside,
go wheezing up and down, beating their hands
upon their breasts, and stamping their feet upon the
pavement stones to warm them. The city clocks had
only just gone three, but it was quite dark already--
it had not been light all day--and candles were flaring
in the windows of the neighbouring offices, like
ruddy smears upon the palpable brown air. The fog
came pouring in at every chink and keyhole, and was
so dense without, that although the court was of the
narrowest, the houses opposite were mere phantoms.
To see the dingy cloud come drooping down, obscuring
everything, one might have thought that Nature
lived hard by, and was brewing on a large scale.
                                        (A Christmas Carol, Stave 1, paragraph 10)
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Finding a search word?
Once upon a time--of all the good days in the year,
on Christmas Eve--old Scrooge sat busy in his
counting-house. It was cold, bleak, biting weather: foggy
withal: and he could hear the people in the court outside,
go wheezing up and down, beating their hands
upon their breasts, and stamping their feet upon the
pavement stones to warm them. The city clocks had
only just gone three, but it was quite dark already--
it had not been light all day--and candles were flaring
in the windows of the neighbouring offices, like
ruddy smears upon the palpable brown air. The fog
came pouring in at every chink and keyhole, and was
so dense without, that although the court was of the
narrowest, the houses opposite were mere phantoms.
To see the dingy cloud come drooping down, obscuring
everything, one might have thought that Nature
lived hard by, and was brewing on a large scale.
                                        (A Christmas Carol, Stave 1, paragraph 10)
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https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens/2019/05/17/finding-links-between-the-structure-and-themes-of-a-christmas-carol/





blog 

https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens

https://blog.bham.ac.uk/clic-dickens


Eyes in DNov – check the distribution
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Narrow down the context 
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Discourse levels 

Egbert, J. & Mahlberg, M. (2020). Fiction – one register or two? Speech and narration in novels. Register Studies, 2(1), 72-101. 
Chou, I. & Liu, K. (2023). Style in speech and narration of two English translations of Hongloumeng A corpus-based multidimensional study, Target, online.
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Use different functionalities to organise display 

Reading concordances6 Aug 2025 | © RC21 Team



Eye language clic.bham.ac.uk
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repV … -ing … his / her … eyes

Mahlberg, M., Wiegand, V., & Hennessey, A. (2020). Eye language – body part  collocations and textual contexts in the nineteenth-century novel. In L.    
  Fesenmeier & I. Novakova (Eds.), Phraséologie et stylistique de la langue littéraire / Phraseology and Stylistics of Literary Language. Approches  
  interdisciplinaires / Interdisciplinary Approaches (pp. 143–176). Peter Lang.



Reading Concordances R21 Project 

What do users do to organise concordance lines for interpretation? What drives 
the choices they make, beyond their intuition and the features of concordancing 
tools they are familiar with?
Our goals: 
1.Develop a consistent methodology of concordance reading strategies and 

suggesting a transparent terminology that describes tool-independent principles 
of reading concordances. 

2.Develop a concordance software framework and new algorithms that 
support a consistent concordance reading methodology: the FlexiConc library 

3.Conduct case studies to illustrate the usefulness of the approach
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Hands-on: https://www.dhss.phil.fau.eu/research/current-projects/reading-concordances-in-the-21st-century-rc21/rc21-events/esslli-2025-reading-concordances/ 

https://clic-fiction.com/



Fancy contributing to our RC21 blog? 

https://www.dhss.phil.fau.eu/research/current-projects/reading-concordances-in-the-21st-century-rc21/rc21-blogs/
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